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Brace yourselves for another of 
those pop special TV marathons. 
This one, presented by The Tube in 
close cahoots with TV companies 
from 13 other countries, is called 
Europe A Go-Go and goes out live 
across the continent on January 5. 
All the countries involved are 
presenting both a documentary and 


i bunch of old hippies 


called Golden tarring are 
representing Holland and UB40, 
oddly, are representing Spain. The 
whole bash lasts five-and-a-half 


PUNK FUNK 


Imagine hip hop king Afrika 

say, former Sex Pistol and dedicated 
miserable old sod John Lydon. 
Imagine this record being about 12 


nuclear war, called something like 
“World Destruction”. Imagined all 
that, then? Well, Bitz is the place 
where idle imaginings are 
transformed into stark reality. The 
record’s already out, matey. 

















Free George Jackson! 


Oh, if only George Jackson hadn't 
drawn that map on that paper napkin 
that fateful night in The Swan boozer 
with Tommy McArdle. If only. But he 
did and the wheels of fate began to 

universe knows, George is festering 
in chokey, the victim of one of the 
grossest miscarriages of justice of 
all time. But all is not lost for 
Bmokside is mounting a Free 
George Jackson campaign in the 
form of a dazzling single by 
George’s country-and-western 


group Blazing Saddles. It's called, 
naturally enough, "Free George 
Jackson", has the Brookside theme 
music on the B-side and is available 
for just £1.25 from: Free George 
Jackson Record Offer, PO Box 11, 
Liverpool L120JW. 

Plus, for those concerned about 
how George is coping with his 
porridge, there's a special George 
Jackson "Hotline” they can ring. The 
number is 051 -246-8080. 

Bitz say: George Jackson is guilty. 


STING IN THE TAIL... 

well,only for about 10 minutes 
and most of the time he just 
looks really mental! 


Once again, Bitz takes great pride in 
announcing this fortnight’s Award for 
Gross Stupidity And Generally 
Having Rather Silly Names For 
Things. The winners are a group 
called Nurse With Wound for their 
single “Brained By Falling Masonry” 
on L.A.Y.L.A.H. Antirecords. This is 
apparently "directly inspired by the 
teachings of the Holy Bible" and is a 
follow-upto their possibly even sillier 
"Gyllenskold, Geijerstam And I At 
Rydbergs". Nurse With Wound also 
ail have silly names like Roman 
Jugg, Tibet 93 and Nicholas Rogers. 

Bubbling under in this coveted 
category comes this bloke called Stu 
P. Didiot, former guitarist with punk 
band Charge and these days 
fronting a bunch called Heza Sheza. 
Needless to say, they play nothing 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Bernard Sumner of New Order (29) on 


f Frankie Goe 

Scott Walker (41) on January 9 
Rod Stewart (401 on Januarv 10 


hoovered up, the last scraps of 
turkey made into the last pot of soup 
and Auntie Ethel put on the coach 
back to Lower Bottom ley. Worst of 
all, there’s nothing good on the telly. 

Cheer up! Bitz is here to help you. 
We have, all bright and ready to 
burst entertainingly from your- 


video The SpecialA.K. .. 

the shops, this utterly brilliant "vid” 
version of the “In The Studio" LP 
(including "Nelson Mandela" and 
the rarely seen but ruddy hilarious 
"What I Like Best About You Is Your 
™ " J id”) would cost you untold 


oil, just think, only last issue we 
ire wondering just what had 
happened toTerry Hall's new 
group, The Colour Field. And now, 
to and behold here they come 
bounding merrily back into action 
with a happy and carefree single 
called “Thinking Of You". Featured 
on the record is a young woman 
called Katrina Phillips. Her day job is 
singing telegrams in 
er. Fancy that! 


oik, done sessions 
th everyone from Alexis Korner to 
ssing The Pink {Who?- Ed.), had 
ir own TV show (it wasn't on 
nannel 4, either) and made several 
tgles with her own group. A— 
lure? Several more solo sin 


Q: Is this the 
shortest bit 
ever? A: Yes, 
actually 
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STARDUST MEMORIES 


































































WHAM! 



The remix of 
EVERYTHING SHE WANTS 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON 7”& EXTENDED 12" 



MAC Till 

■ "I don’t think Echo & The Bunneymen will ever be forgotten,” ^ 
declares Ian McCulloch modestly. "The fact is we're the best.” So I -"VX, 
why have the group decided to take the next year off? 

Tom Hibbert investigates. 
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SHOUT 

5SFERR5 


Repeat chorus 


And in return you gave them hell 
As cold as ice 

I hope we live to tell the tale 
I hope we live to tell the tale 

Repeat chorus twice 

Shout shout let it all out (let it all out) 
These are the things I can do without 
Come on I’m talking to you come on 

Iff I could change your mind 
I’d really love to break your heart 
I’d really love to break your heart 


o 










Yet another reason to buy 
software from us 



As well as stocking a full range of software and 
peripherals, which is updated every two weeks. 

And getting any of the latest titles for 
you within 48 hours, should they be 
of stock. 

And stocking a comprehensive 
range of computer books and 
magazines. 

We’ll now give you a 3 month sub¬ 
scription to any one of the magazines 
shown on the right, when you spend £10 
or more on software or peripherals at any 
of our 253 computer outlets. 

You can see a small selection from our range 
listed below. 

And , since the offer closes on thel4th February, 
there’s a good reason for calling in soon. 


COMPLIMENTARY 

SUBSCRIPTION 


COMMODORE 64 SOFTWARE 

Caesar’s Travels 
Interview 

American Football 
Blue Max 
Bruce Lee 
Games Creator 
Ghostbusters 
Flenrys House 
Lazy Jones 
Music Maker 

Spiderman . 

Staff of Kamath 
Blockbusters 
Peripherals 

Commodore 64 Disk Drive 1541 £229.0 

(100K capacity, complete with Interfac 
Verbatim Twin 5 V," DSDD Disc Pack £5.9 
Ferguson 14"T.V Monitor 
(RGB, Composite Video and VHF Inputs). 


£7 


Savage Pond 
Smash and Grab 
Zany Kong Juni 


Peripherals 
Electron Plus 11 
(Centronics Prir 


(Tape Based) 
Power Joysti 
(Integral R< 


SPECTRUM SOFTWARE 

Ghostbusters £9.99 

Leant Basic Guide £14.95 

American Football £9.99 

Backpackers Guide to Universe £7.50 
Booty £2.50 

Combat Lynx £8.95 

Daley Thompson Decathlon £6.90 

Doomdarks Revenge £9.95 

Fall Guy £6.95 

Knight Lore £9.95 

Spiderman £9.95 

TirNaNog .£9.95 

Undcrwurlde .£9.95 

Gift from The Gods £9.95 

Peripherals 


to 8 Microdrives and an 


Joystick and Interface Pack 


£49.95 


Quickshot 102 Joystick £11.95 I integral Kom uaseo) Alphacom 32 Printer £69.95^^ 

WHSMITH & 

COMPUTERS 










NEIL 

“Hello. Hello. Ob, they’ve all 
gone out at the moment so if you 
want to leave a message leave it 
with me and I’ll pass it onto them. 

Er... please speak after you 
hear me make a bleepy noise and 
thankyou everyone for treating 
lAnsaphont ' ' ” 



SIMON LE BON 

“IfI had one I’d leave differen 
messages all the time. Also I’a 
have music in the background 
I’d have ‘Jingle Bells’on now. 
And the message - ‘Feed the 
world, let them know it’s 


DAVE STEWART 
(EURYTHMICS) 

“1 used to have the most famous 
Ansaphone in the business. In the 
end I had to get rid of it because it 
would get filled up in about two 
hours just from people ringing up 
and laughing. Atone stage I was 
changing the message about four 
m times a day. My favourite one 
jjj went‘Hi! I’m sorry I couldn’t 
H come to the phone right now but 
■ David Bowie's just dropped 

If round and Lou Reed and Keith 
Richards are just on the way and 
jj Grace Jones will be here in an 
9 hour or so, so I’m a bit tied up at 

I the moment. But if you want to 
come round we ’re having a bit of 
a party and I’m sure David, 
Keith, Lou and Grace would like 

Madonna’s - she always acts as if 
it’s really her and goes ‘hello’or 
■ something so that you reply and 
feel stupid.” 



A lot of pop stars have got 
telephone answering 
machines. So when you 
phone them up you hear a 
recorded message asking 
you to “speak after the 
tone”. Except it’s not 
normally as simple as that. 
Being pop stars, they’ve 
usually recorded a really silly Jr 
message, or a dead cleve'r one 
with music playing. .. We 
thought we’d phone up a 
few and see what happened, p; 



66 


He 

1’n 





“Although / don’t have an 
Ansafone at the moment, when I 
did have one I would always try 
and make different messages, 
depending on whether it was day 
or night. The day message would 
usually have a church organ 
playing in the background with 
the voice of a vicar saying ‘Nice 
to see you down at the Vicarage. 
At the moment, however, we're 
all out picking daisies so we 'll see 
you when we get back 
“At night, the background 
would be loud disco music and 
I'd just say we've gone out and 
we're boogieing on down so see 
ya later!'” 


ADAMANT 

“Iprefer ridiculous messages, 
though it depends on my moods. 
Like I had one with a guy out on 
the prairie who apologises for not 
being there singing 'Four Legged 
Friend'. I like playing characters 
-1 did a Kray Brothers 
Ansaphone once, which said 
they'd get back to you VERY 
SOON. . . I change every 


that my Dad did. You have to fill 
up 30 seconds which is really 
difficult to do so it sounds like 
absolute rubbish. Most people put 
the phone down halfway through 
the message - which is the general 







illo, 

i not here.,.” 



MIDGE URE 

“I’ve got an actor friend who does 
impersonations forme- he’s done 
loads. There’s one with Charles 
andDi; Charles saying that 
they ’re minding the house for me 
while I’m away; there’s one with 
Robin Day; but the one I use most 
is neilfrom The Young Ones. 
It’s just horrible, sort of ‘Oh hey 

now . . . I don’t know how to 
operate this machine . . ohhh. ’ 
Everybody’s got so sick of it. ” 



RICKPARFITT 
(STATUS QUO) 

“I’vegot one but it hasn’t worked 
for two months. I never identify 
myself on it, just say the normal 
‘Leaveyour name after the 
nauseating tone. ’Idon’t do silly 
ones in case solicitors call and 


“I don ’tget a lot of nuisance 
callers who just put the phone 
down, though I’ve only had to 
change the number once. That 
was just afterJohn Lennon died- 
someone kept phoning me up and 
just playing John Lennon tapes 
down the phone. I told the police 
and they got the number changed 




MEAT LOAF 

“My wife puts on a message 
saying ‘I’m outside playing with 
the children ’so that people think 
there’s someone home and don’t 
rob the house. 

“Once we did one with this 
Norwegian nanny we had - aU in 
Norwegian! Everyone hung up - 

I’ve no idea what it meant -1 
think it was something dirty. 

“I’ve also done a Shakespeare 
one: ‘Dost thou not know to wait 
for the bleep f’I’ve also done ones 
with the whole family, and with 
the whole band. 

“My favourite one to ring up 
though is Jim Steinman’s. It’s like 
calling Dracula’s House. He 
doesn ’t say anything, just plays 



i “I’ve got one but it doesn’t have a 
plug because I used it for the 
kettle. When I used it I liked 
using film soundtracks. I had a 
bit of the Warner Bros White 
Heat soundtrack with James 
Cagney saying ‘Look at me. I’m 
on top of the world’, followed by 
a big explosion, and I also had a 
bit from Dial M for Murder. ” 






“I leave pretty normal ones now 
because Sheri’s got some pretty 
weird relatives and they objected 
to the others. I don ’tgo on it 
myself because people can 
recognize my voice-we have to 
change the number every six 
months or so in any case. . . ” 



TRACEY ULLMAN 

“I don’t have anywhere to live 
here at the moment, but when I 
do I will have an A nsaphone. I 
always leave very straight 
messages on them as I find it very 
boring when people try to do 
witty ones. So I do boring ones, 
though I can never fit them into 
the 21 seconds. 

“I get a few nuisance calls. 
There’s one guy calledJohn from 
Manchester who always rings up 
and says ‘I’m talking to a really 
big star. I’m really excited. ’He 
doesn’t even sound like the type 
to rape me-he just sounds really 
boring. Can you tell him to 
stopf” 





BUCKS [ih 

I hear talk 



THEIR NEW SINGLE 

ON 7" & 12" Extended version 

OUT NOW 


APPEARING ON TELEVISION 
'PEBBLE MILL ATI-OO' 4th Jan. BBC 1 
'RAZZMATAZZ' 9th Jan. ITV 

ItC/l 
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Tht Atanitok Cum Story 



glee. “She could do the can-can at 
85! She was from England - she 
came from Scarborough - and had 
come to London aged 14 to work in 
the big houses but always secretly 
hoping to be in the Folies as a 
dancer. She used to get caught 
doing the can-can on the table by 
the lady of the house and get f*— J 
Then, when she was 30, she got on 

Zealand. She ha/brilliant storie" 

Alannah, although she passed her 
exams at the age of 17. There 
followed six months at college and 


Reed, the legendary 
aongwriter 


After a year of odd jobs in 
Adelaide and Sydney - fruit- 

in bars- she took the boat to 


o practical sort of person, 
helped him break into an empty 
council house down the road, 
he locks and set up 


I’m not having anything to do with 


All I had to do wasplay on two 

s awful and I was terrible.” 
more confident 

x in favour of 
percussion, preferring 
“something more versatile”. 

She had been known to play her 
brother’s bongos backm New 

of^heBri^ton Sr^.^heibuy* 8 
secondhand records and play 
along with them back at home, 
gradually becomingan agile player. 

Alannah greets questions about 
the break-up of the old Thompson 
Twins’ line-up witha yawn but, 
nevertheless, it wasn’t until the 
slimmed-down Bailey/Leeway/ 
Currie line-up came into being 

more to the fore - particularly her 

three or four years old and I was 
writing things for the 
entertainment of my friends and 
family ever since. I just love words 
and the way they go together. I 
write constantly.” 

The late Edith Sitwell is one 
writer Alannah positively adores, 
others are Carole Kmg, Sting, Bob 
Marley, David Byrne of Talking 
Heads and Alison Moyet. She 

“stuff you 




[thought!! 

_thought, w« , 

i do that, I can do that! So I 


with a chuckle. “I thought it wa 
just a mess and I thought, well, 


»w there were plenty of other 
“Everybody had a band then. It 


s I thought they’d be”. 

This was the old line-up of the 
Thompson Twins, full of ideas 
about improvisation and audience 

“They said, come and play with 
us one night, and I thought, I may 
as well. It was so frightening a 
thought, I thought yeah. I’ll do it 
and see what happens. I tend to do 
a lot of things out of total fear. ” 


that is especially dear to Alannah. 

“I was really pleased because 

women are the subject, not the 
object of desire. Also it deals with a 
very serious subject but in a 
manner that can get into the top 

“ Well, not quite— It got to 
number 11,” she laughs. 

Does she ever think of taking her 

“Oh no! How sickening! I 
couldn’t handle it. I love to work 
with other people. It must be very 
difficult for somebody like Paul 
^■Him|use they’re totally on 


. how many other friends you have, 
nobody knows what you’re going 
through, and you do end up quite 
isolated. I’d rather be isolated with 
my two good mates than isolated 
on my own,” she laughs. 

So would she describe herself as 
a vulnerable person? 
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Radio Star (Island) This is by a 
couple of geezers with a penchant 
for sickly production, and ties. Won't 
be a hit because it's too tidy, like 
Vymura. Try again. 

Andy Partridge ofXTC (September 

(One of the aforementioned 
“geezers" was Trevor Horn and the 
record was a Number One Hit-Ed.) 

DEXYS MIDNIGHT RUNNERS: 

Geno (EMI) The vocalist has a bad 
attack of hiccoughs. Vaguely 
disappointing ^ 

THE LOTUS EATERS: First 

distinction. 

Mark Ellen (October 30 1980) 

BILLY IDOL: Hot In The City 
(Chrysalis) Poor old Billy Idol. 

Those big eyes! Those cheekbones! 
That blond hair! If only he could sing 
and write a song-but he can’t, he 

Neil Tennant (August 19 1982) 

BARDO: Talking Out of Line 
(Epic) They may not have done too 
well in the Eurovision Song Contest 
but it doesn’t look as though we’ve 
heard the last of Sally-Ann and 

Neil Tennant (June 24 1982) 

and sharp, incisive chords, very like 
The Cure - what better 

Deanne Pearson (June 12 1980) 
THE HUMAN LEAGUE: Holiday 
’80 (Virgin) A couple of new tunes 
set the scene for a well-judged 
reworking of Gary Glitter’s "Rock 

And Roll ’’ which thumps along in 
perfect deadpan manner until it 

“ Nightclubbing ’’. Check in here for 
the Gary Glitter revival. Eye make-up 

’’ A Small Creature In Shorts * (i.e. 
David Hepworth) (May 1 1980) 

'50s impersonators. 

Dave Rimmer (May 10 1984) 

WHAM!: Freedom (Epic) Although 
this sounds like The Truth on a wet 
afternoon, it will undoubtedly be a hit. 
Such is life. 

Dave Rimmer (September 13 1984) 

MALCOLM McLaren & THE 

WORLD FAMOUS SUPREME 

TEAM: Buffalo Girls (Charisma) 

This week's act of great folly. 

Deborah Steels (November25, 

DURAN DURAN: Girls On Film 
(EMI) The first five minutes are the 

Johnny Black (July 23 1981) 

Picture of You (Arista) Slightly 

are goingto hear quite a^lot^ ^ 

EURYTHMICS: This Is The House 
(RCA) The sooner the Eurythmics 
realise that a sharp song is worth a 
million clever effects, the sooner 
they’ll stop being an ‘interesting’ and 

CAPTAIN BEAKY AND HIS BAND: 
Trial of Hissing Sid (Polydor) 

Breaks entirely new ground in its 
continuing quest for new and 

Brave, funny, sad, intensely moving 

THOMPSON TWINS: Make 

Believe (T Records) The song lacks 

outfit loaded with possibilities rather 
than one ready to deliver the goods 

NEW ORDER: Blue Monday 
(Factory) After the first 20 minutes 

nervous headache . . . 

David Hepworth (March 17 1983) 

NIK KERSHAW: Wouldn’t It Be 

Good (MCA) David “Scoffer” 

Bostock, ourear-to-the-ground 

things are predicted for this chap but 

1 can’t quite see it myself. 

crochets obscure words with slices 
from Bowie and Grace Jones. 
Interested? Didn’t think so. 

Ian Birch (April 15 1982) 

DURAN DURAN: Hungry Like The 
Wolf (EMI) 1 ve never been a great 
fan of Mr le Bon and the many 

Taylors, but this seems curiously 

The wolf of the title appears to be a 

and daring in its bold grasp of the real 
issues of living in the year 1980, this 
band are something more than just 
plain old rock’n'roll. They are plain 

David Hepworth (April31980) 

THE SPECIAL A.K.A.: Too Much 
Too Young (2-Tone) 1 thinkthese 
boys are pretty darn neat and 1 
wouldn’t be surprised to see them 
get a crack at the big time. Stranger 

at this point in time. 

Fred Dellar (October 15 1981) 

SPANDAU BALLET: Paint Me 

Down (Reformation) They should 
have been content to be one hit 

Johnny Black (Novembers 1981) 

THE SOFT BOYS: Only The 

Stones Remain (Armageddon) 

Neil Tennant (February 2 1984) 

DURAN DURAN: Planet Earth 
(EMI) If all these New Age 

Romantics really mean what they say 
about the music only being a part of 
what they’re all about, then why don’t 
they send the synthesisers back to 
the shop, trash the “ Play In A Day 
Guide To Funky Bass" book and 
leave the sounds to bands like 

eharmjng.^ R . mmgr fMay Jg 1gg2) 

MIKE OLDFIELD: Arrival (Virgin) 

When it comes to being " normal ” , 
old Mike’s a few bricks short of the 

Mark Ellen (October 30 1980) 

THE HUMAN LEAGUE: Being 

Boiled (Fast Product/EMI) A slab of 

David Hepworth (January24 1980) 
Number One record-id.) 

ECHO & THE BUNNYMEN: The 

Back Of Love (Korova) There was a 
time when the suggestion that The 
Bunnymen might actually have a hit 
would have been greeted with snorts 
of derision. Nowadays I'm not so 

Ian Birch (December 10 1981) 

FRANKIE GOES TO 

HOLLYWOOD: Relax (Zang Tumb 
Tuum) Naughty lyrics that will shock 
the powers that be at the BBC. Which 
is a shame as this powerhouse 

years ago with considerably more 
style and grace and didn’t make half 
the fuss about it. This would then 
leave their days free to pursue the 

League’s ideas will eventually be 

else - someone whose wit isn't quite 

David Hepworth (May 27, 1982) 

CULTURE CLUB: Do You Really 
Want To Hurt Me (Vlrgln)For a 

THE HUMAN LEAGUE: The 

Sound Of The Crowd (Virgin) 1 see 

it now.. .the year is 2000! 

Revivalist groups are trying to 
reconstruct the genuine sound of the 

scanning maps of Germany for 
snappy song titles. Talk about fop 

consciousness. 

Mark Ellen (September 18 1980) 

HAZEL O’CONNOR: Writing On 

The Wall (A&M) This singer/ 

Dennis Brown single wrongly 

track with a proper vocal on a fine, if 
moist-eyed, composition. A hit, quite 

synthesiser. This they achieve by 
banging a hammer on a corrugated 

fog-horns, humming kettles and 

David Hepworth (Feb 19 1981) 

songwriter/actress has received a lot 
of publicity but hasn’t done much to 

David Hepworth (September2, 

1982) 

in fact. And very good it is, too. 

Mark Ellen (April 30 1981) 

THE THOMPSON TWINS: She’s In 
Love With Mystery (Latent) Tin 

Tin ” addicts will doubtless be 
acquainted with The Thompson 

a film soundtrack?and Hazel sounds 
like what she is, an actress who can 
just about stay in tune. 

Deanne Pearson (June 12, 1980) 

WHAM!: Wake Me Up Before You 

Go Go (Epic) An absolutely dreadful 

Andrew ditch everything they do well 

Finally, in this section, a couple of 
topping together: ^Homicide” by 


U2: O’clock Tick Tock (Island) U2 

Shakin' Stevens country. Sounds 

Chris Hall 











GOT A QUESIION ABOUT POP? IHERE'S lilTHINp|LL ALUDSI NOTHING) HA CAN'T ANSWER. SEND HER A POSTCARD: LINDA, GET SMART, SMASH HITS, 52 55 CARNABY STREET. LONDON W1VIPE 


they see themselves as "a neo-classical 
playing modern progressive music forth 
They’re currently recording demo tapes 
"talking" to record companies but have y 


s, Walsall. 

i wuuiui i luare, specially since Fish claims there’s 
nobody special at the moment”. The sleeve 
"actually features extracts of a letter Fish s 
sleeve’s designer Mark Wilkinson, in whicn me 
singer suggests that some Marilion paraphenal 
(or “Marillioparaphenalia”) be incrporated into 
the design. Obviously, Mark has taken this quite 
literally - if you look quite closely, you can 
practically piece together the whole letter. 


.- .Tile they set up the equipment, rehearsec 

the audience, etc. You mean you still don’t feel £ 
better. . • As for Dave s shirts-Mr Modest h 
shops in the Kings Road, Chelsea. Incident 
his collar-size is 15Vfe. 













£ 29 . 95 . 

Until now it only bought you an imitation Sony Walkman. 



The WM22 comes in three original colours, electric blue, vivid red and pearl white. 
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SMASH HITS/SINCLAIR COMPETITION 


WIN A 



The last of the pine needles have finally been 
hoovered up. A stray mince pie has been 
removed from down the back of the radiator. 
The floor's littered with half-finished jigsaws 
and games involving lots of really complicated 
springs and ball bearings that have 
unfortunately just been trodden on. There’s 
someone still singing “Auld Lang Syne” in the 

In other words: It’s over. The festive season 
is no more. Andyou ’resitting there thinking 
to yourself, “self”, you’re thinking, “howl 
wish I had a really enormous package 
containing a super-modem home computer 
and a load of extremely entertaining software 
to go with it. That would really make life 

Well you can. And this - exactly - is what 


we ’re talking about. The competition we ’re 
running with Sinclair offers:- 
A FIRST PRIZE of a Sinclair QL computer 
that comes complete with four software 
programs. 

A SECOND PRIZE of a Sinclair ZX 
Spectrum Plus with a package ofsix software 
programs. 

AND 50 RUNNERS-UP PRIZES of a 
computer game- “Doomdark’s Revenge” 
(designedforSpectrums) -agame which 
follows “Luxor TheMoonprince on his quest 
into the land of Icemark to rescue his son 
Morkin ” (that’s what it says here) and “Spy Vs 
Spy ” (designed for Commodore 64s) “the rival 
black and white spies from MAD magazine 
battle it out in a foreign embassy searching for 
the top secret briefcase ” (ditto). 


Here’s a question: which of these recent films 
features a story about a boy who gets the 
highest ever score on an arcade video game f 
Was it a) Dune, b) The Search For 
Spock, c) Give My Regards To Broad Street, 
ord) The Last Starfighter? 

Bung your answer on a postcard (or the 
back of an envelope) and aim it in the 
direction of Smash Hits/Sinclair 
Competition, 14Holkham Road, Orton 
Southgate, Peterborough PE2 OYJ. And 
quickly. It’s got to get there by January 16. 
First right answer out of the bag gets the 
Sinclair QLplus programs, the next gets the 
ZX Spectrum Plus. And the next 50 get a 
computer game apiece (state which type of 
computer you’ve got). 

Well... everyone else has started! 
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“WILL GEORGE MICHAEL 
EVER APPEAR ON 

STAGE AGAIN” 


Of course he will. But that didn’t stop people asking questions like that on the news 
the day he strained his back and Wham! had to cancel a concert. Chris Heath was 
there at the time, saw it all happen and travelled back with George to his parents’ 
place in London. All photos: Mike Putland 


George Michael walks 
despondently through the foyer ol 
the Selby Fork hotel. The entire 
Wham! entourage - who are sittin, 
impatiently, surrounded by their 
luggage, waiting fc'“’“ *" 

headofftoEdinbui 
concert-lookup ir 


In just eight hours from now, 
8,000 screaming Scottish fans are 
expecting George and Andrew to 
bound on stage. Some have been 
queuing outside the venue since 
early this mominp. Not to get 


just to get the best positions near 


in nearby Wetherby has resulted 
in a diagnosis of “an acute strain in 
one of the lower vertebrae along 


"Hip-wiggling Wl 

throb George Michael- 

to rest yesterday after wrenching 
his back in a sexy stage dance 
mi linoi" B u t rB st is the last thing 
i i’s lead singer can afford in 


















































"Those adverts!" he says. 
"There's always a couple in them 
who look like they've just had the 
most perfect sex. It's so unrealistic. 
The earth's never moved for me. 
But," he adds, "I'm open to offers!” 

He also explains the ring he 
wears on the fourth finger of his left 
hand which says YOG': “The 
Greek for George is something like 
‘ Yorgos' - you can't really say it in 
English - Andy started calling me 
it. My Mum and Dad gave me the 
ring, though. Everyone thinks it's 
an engagement ring- it's not. It's 
just the only finger if II fit on.” 

Attheendofasuburbanlane. 
we stop in the drive of a large 
house fronted by white pseudo- 
classical pillars. Outside is parked 
a blue Rolls Royce. This is 
George's parents house, where 


He's greeted by his father who 
tells him off in a strong Greek 
accent for not phoning. Apparently 
a ridiculously exaggerated report 
of George's back condition has 
been on the radio news bulletins - 
'Will George Michael Ever Appear 
On Stage Again? Shock! Horror!' 
George reassures him and ushers 
us into the plush open-plan 

M -‘"ts rooms. Th-" 

littered with 

,-jf George an-- 

and the odd golrfor silver disc. 

"I'mtaking them when I leave," 
he firmly reminds his mother when 


scolds. Now and again he says 
very unmegastar-like things like 
"Can I have another cup of tea, 


past the place on the right where 
he used to have violin lessons ("for 
6 years- and I only got grade 41"), 
back to his manager's central 
London office where he's to meet 
another osteopath to get a second 

°*And the rest of the tour? 

‘I'll beat Bournemouth on 
Monday," he states confidently. 
Which will mean more screaming, 
fainting and hysteria, and a good 
time for another 10,000 people. 
■Ideally/'he says. Jour gigs^ 

they are, I believe in being the best 
kind of band for that audience 
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ANABAS LOOK BOOKS 



you take my breath away 

THENEW7"& 12"SINGLE OUT NOW! 


12" FEATURES 4 TRACKS INCLUDING ‘‘HOLLYWOOD DREAM” 

HI 


ItC/l 








Bing bong din pom chin, bing 
bong din pom chin, bing bong din 
pom chin, bim boo bee bee boo. 
George Michael’s Hair Bleach, 


get to bed until half past twelve, 
what with a-Hogmanaying round 
the Xmas tree, toasting the year in 


Oh lawks! My eyes have gone all 
wonky now!... Oh, I see, it’s 
foreign. Gave me auite a nastv turn 
there, Racket, wl 



Eure Schreiberlinge sind ja wohl 
Scherzkelske! Was meint ihr mit “by 
the way the offer applies in the UK 


an-Britons; I have got a 
rrrrright to get at least this U2 badge 
to make my Dirndl look even more 

Manfred Mann's Squash Racket, 


X.ETTERS 


Dear Black Type, 

Did you know if you take your 
name “Black Type”, mix the letters 
about, take some letters out and put 
s back in, it spells: 


A Rancid Packet OfLurpak. 

P.S. Please could you say hello to my 
Aunty Ethel in Milton Keynes? 

I don’t really see why I should. 


saw that you’d printed a picture of 
Nik Kershaw dunking his Kit-Kat into 
a can of Im Bru and captioned it 
“orangeage” (December 6). I do 
realise that you English types are a 
little unsophisticated but does one 


Young Nik is obviously a rr 
good taste and I shall rush out and 
buy his LP. Cheers. 

Jim Kerr’s Slightly Sticky-Out Ears, 
Auchenbowie, Scotland. 

Im Bra? I think I’m having a funny 


Are you insinuating that I should 


Right, lets lick these letters into 

Please could you tell our ‘hippy 1 

to get his hair cut? 

Karen And Aileen, Madras College, 
Fife. 

Certainly. Get that hair cut, 


I send you this most curious 
newspaper cutting from a Spanish 
I think you would be 



OK, who was it that dreamed up 
those totally unwell’ard designs for 
those badge tokens? Which fiendish 

totally perverse© 
totally impossible to cut around with 
a pair of safety blunt-ended paper- 


got a gun any longer (and I < 
Nazi symbols« 



minus its legs, and the tank has not 


December 6). 

You’ll regret ever having said that, 
when Bear Garden are bigger than 
all your popular pretty boys put 
ther. As for Bear Garden’s 
ic, it has to be experienced, not 
just listened to. I honestly believe it 
would be better for you to apologise 
now and feature them when they 
release asingle here - rather than 
having to kiss their feet this time next 


Frankie eat your heart out in ’85. 
Stuart Campbell's Admirer, 
Australia. 

there, Ad^’m absolutely 
convinced that Bea: 


Don’t you think that Sylvester 
Stallone (star of such films as Rocky, 
Rocky II, Rocky III, Rocky IV, Rocky 
" tc.) looks rather like Billy Joel, the 


A Militant Left Wing Hippy, Rugby. 
P.S. Did you know that if you take 
some letters out of Frankie Goes To 
Hollywood, add some more, and 

“The Royal Family”. Coincidence? I 

Rum indeed!! And if you take the 
“The”, the “al” and the “Family” 
out of The Royal Family you get 
“Roy”. But Roy who? Roy Hay? 
Roy Castle? Roy Orbison? Roy of 
the Rovers? I think we should be 


every other record in the Top Ten to 
save thousands of lives in Ethiopia. I 
don’t want to sound boring but most 
of your readers just write in slagging 
each other off anyway. How about 
some decent letters like Mascara 
Snake’s ( Letters , December 6). Great 

We are watching. 

Holly's Wonky Left Eye, Woking. 


Australian (on holiday in your 
Britain), I’m just writing to warn you - 
ignorant imbecile - that I have kept a 
copy of your statement "Antipodean 
people nobody has ever heard of 



Morrissey bears to himself? Is this 
why he’s always so fed up? 

Ped’s Foul Language, Birmingham. 



ife you have ruined with your 
stupid article on old-fashioned and 
trendy Mums and Dads. 


embarrassing my children with just 
about anything I might say or do. I 
re the embarrassing task of 


apparently being less embarrassing 
for young people. I now have to go 
round all day in an ordinary bra and 


more embarrassingly 
old fashioned. I also have to take a 
vow of silence as all of my 


friends, going out, or being involved 
in just about any activity. 

On top of this, having had to give 
up any displays of affection has 


parents shouldn’t be, do, sai 
or go, why not be more cons 
and do one on the things we do right 
... I should think it would take up one 
line of your magazine space anyway. 
Jean Brandon (Mrs), Fritchley, 
Derbyshire. 









Thank you onbehalf of F.F.P.S.P.S. 


i>-< 

BETTERS 


condolences. Oh, alright don’t 
then. Have a £10 record token 

I am a 45-year-old father and have 
just purchased my first copy of 
Smash Hits. Don’t laugh. The reason 
being that I was completely taken by 
the young gentleman wearing a 
leather mini-skirt on your front cover 
- Martin Gore of Depeche Mode 
(November 22). I thought he looked 
fantastic. 

On returning home from work that 
day, I noticed that my 17-year-old 
son had also purchased a copy of 
your magazine and I asked him what 
he thought of Mr Gore’s get-up. We 
now both feel that to do the mini-skirt 
justice, Mr Gore should remove the 

pair of underpants would suffice. I 
hope that my letter proves that not all 
parents are fuddie-duddies. 

(Mr) M. A. Strachan, Northenden, 
Manchester. 


It certainly does. It also proves 
that not all parents are exactly all 
there in the head. 


Re: The Fund For Poverty Stricken 
Pop-Stars. Emergency! Red Alert! 
Charity begins with pop stars! I mean 
what on earth is the world coming to 
when David Bowie and George 
Michael have to share a shirt (see 
Smash Hits December 6). Can you 
imagine the humiliation? 

So, mighty Black Type and all 

better natures - help the poor down¬ 
trodden pop stars so that they may 

The Pops. I’m sure we’d all sleep 
better at night if this could be. 


Sharon Roberts (Wearing My Own 
Shirt), Colders Green. 


This is just one of several thousand 
letters I have received on the 


shirt topic. Big Chief I Spy says: 
Keep’em peeled! 


In reply to your comment in the 
December 6 issue asking what 
would devoted fans do if Boy George 
cut off his hair, put on a chunky 
fisherman’s jersey and sat in a 
rocking chair singing “Paddy 
McGinty’s Goat” - excuse me, but I 
was quite unaware that he was doing 



Big Chief I Spy says: Walk tall, 
walk straight and look the world 
right in the eye. That’s what my 
mother told me when I was about 
knee-high. She said... (I think 
we’ve heard quite enough thank-you 
very much. -Ed.) 


Dear Black Type, 

You must come along to the 
beautiful holiday resort of Taplow, 
Berks. Come and see the swaying 
palm trees, the pouring rain, its own 
little section of the A4, and all that 
lovely, invigoratingly polluted air!! 
Come and have a fun-packed 
weekend!!! If you don’t, we will tell 
the whole world about you and Una 
Stubbs on the beach at Brighton. Yes! 
We were the ones dressed up as 
holiday donkeys. We saw all the 
Ribena you drank before you moved 
onto the hard stuff (Lucozade). Then 
it was giggles all round as you gave 
Stubby a buttercup and stuck it in her 
hair. We got plenty more stories to 
tell, Mr Type, so see you in Taplow, 

Bye bye Darling. 

Two Wham! Lunatics, Taplow, Berks 
(where else?). 

Una and I have never even been 
introduced, I can assure you, 
though I must confess I have 
always had a bit of a “thing” about 
the lady ever since her majestic 
performance in Cliff Richards’s 


talking of Cliff, is it not time that he 
. >d or somethin ' 

we know it? 


Is there anyone out there who has 
managed to figure out the rules of the 
ITV Quiz Show Blockbusters yet? It’s 
not that I’m particularly keen to take 
part and win £300 worth of science 


ashamed to have to admit to total 
confusion. Why, for instance, does 
the host, Bob Holness, keep saying 
“That’s Blockbusters!” every five 
minutes and why do they play the 
theme music at every possible 



And why - most puzzling of all - do 
two contestants always compete 
against one poor sod who always 
loses? I think, in future, I will stick to 
watching Rainbow. 

Freddie Mercury's Orthodontist, 




Bonnie Langford's Squeaky Voice, 


Dear Black Type, 

I thought you might like this little 
joke that 1 thought up on Sunday 


0: What do you get if you cross a 


Andrew Ridgeley? 

A: A Wig-Wham! 

Andrea, A Wham! Fan, Salford. 


What do you call a not very good 
wig-wain? A portent. 


Crossroads. I don’t think much of the 


Name That Tune. Isn’t Lionel Blair 
really lovely - especially his hair! 
Then suddenly it all happened! It was 



Dear The Last Sock In The 
Laundromat Of Oblivion ( Letters 
November 22), 

You are wrong. A “grockle" is the 
word used for one of those revolting 

invade Devon, usually trying to do 
three point turns on the narrow lanes 
with their caravans. They fill the 

towns and expose vast expanses of 
snow white flesh in the hope that they 
will return home with a beautiful 
bronzed body. Normally they only 
end up with vast expanses of flesh 


These sights put the locals off their 
Ambrosia Creamed Rice with REAL 
Devon Milk, and their REAL Devon 
cream and their REAL Devon Butter. 

Down here in “the depths of 
Cornwall” as the Black Type put it, 


Y)u’ve never heard a tape like it. 



(But then there’s never been a tape like it.) 


Introducing new UDI from Maxell, with a completely new type of tape coating. 
Unlike conventional coatings, it uses ultra-dense magnetic particles, which soak 

And deliver far more volume with less noise. More dynamic range, with less 

maxRlI mm 

Break the sound barrier. 


Together with a clear, detailed musical picture. 
All this at a very down-to-earth price. 














Dishwater And Fairy Liquid Sqezy 
Bottles” on the John Peel Show, but I 
might be wrong. As for Wavi; 


backing vocals by Perry Como and 
Little Jimmy Osmond? If so, he’s an 
amazing singer. If not, I’ll have to 
resort to buying “The Hits 80-83” by 
The Anaemic Linen Bins. (I hope The 


Midge Ure appeared and told 
people only to buy the official "Feed 
The World" T-shirts (with the world 
logo on the back). That same 
evening, Kool & The Gang appeared 
on Top Of The Pops wearing “Feed 
The World” T-shirts. When the lead 
singer turned round, I noticed that 
there was no sign of the world logo 
on the back of his shirt. Did they 
know about this, I wonder? 

Jill Brady, Bristol. 


_'.I’m not a particular fan of Bucks 

Fizz but still I beg all the people who 
slag them to put aside those thoughts 
and think about the pain and sorrow 
the group and their families are 
going through. 

To all of Bucks Fizz: Get well soon. 
Jon Moss’s Pearl Earring, Watford. 


The late, lamented Wavis O’Shave 



Dear Bob Geldof, 

You deserve a medal. Dear Black Type, 

As a regular buyer of Shredded 
Wheat, I was delighted when they 
started including free pop star 

We’ve had absolutely loads of letters badges in each packet. However, 

about Bob and Midge’s efforts with The over the weeks I have managed to 
collect 11 Wham! badges and 

e. I’ve nothing against 


Band Aid Trust: the on . 



. nth a bunch of 
stupid frogs and release tripe like 
“We All Stand Together”,’ that sort of 


“Bom Bom Bom Baia/Miaow 
miaow miaow” - and OK, the tune’s 
not exactly “Careless Whisper”, and 
OK, the arrangement’s a bit on the 
slushy side (you half expect some 
daft bint advertising dandruff 

x> to come skipping on), but 
se I think it's a real classic. So 


Paul’s stuck to his guns and does 
exactly what he feels like and 
couldn’t care less if he’s trendy or 
not. And that can’t be said of certain 
other people these days, naming no 
names (i.e. Spandau, Duran, Frankie, 

Keep up the good work, Paul. 


I’ve got a few ideas of how to 


The Band Aid single has a c 


Consider these ideas. They’d 
Devoted Duranie, Planet Earth. 


Dear Black Type, 

Mere words are not enough to 
express my disgust and indignation 
at the unspeakable thing I spotted on 


I don’t mind your ludicrous defense 
of Radio 2 so much - each to his own 
- but in an attempt to back up your 
“point”, you strapped a teddie bear 
to a pair of headphones and made 
out it was grooving to David 
Hamilton. Don’t do it again. 

Sydney Devine's Toothbrush, 


The creature in question wasn’t 
actually a creature at all but none 
other than Sweep the celebrated 
televisual glove puppet. And 
where do you think he and his 
partner get all their ideas for their 
jaunty sing-along airs? Laser 558? 
John Peel? Timmy on the Tranny? 
No, matey, Radio 2 it is. 


When watching Wogan on Saturday, 
I noticed when Frenkie was playing, 
there was no Paul. Where was he? 
Has he gone to climb Everest? Or 
swim the channel? Or has he got 
’flu? Please tell me? 

While you’re finding out, here’s 
something for your little mind to 
work on: did you know that if you 
rearrange Frankie Goes To 
Hollywood, you get Hot Dolls Enoy If 
War. How’s about that then? 
Rudolph’s Red Nose, London. 


Did you know that if you take the a, 
the i, the e, the g,o,e,s,o,o,y,o,o, and 
the d out of Frankie Goes To 
Hollywood, you get Fmksthllw, 
which is apparently the Latvian 
for “No thanks, Doreen, salt, ’n’ 
vinegar crisps make me break out 
in boils.” That’s what they say 
around here, anyway. 


Dear Black Type, 

I have been reading about Frankie 
Goes To Hollywood for ages. I have 
never read about The Eagles or the 
Stones. Never! 

My Grandma’s Phonogram. 


whole object of the song’s message: 
“Well, tonight, thank God, it’s them 

unfortunate Bono of U2). This line 


Could be worse. Years ago, they 
used to put little plastic gifts into 
cereal packets and my Uncle 
Anton, whose favoured breakfast 


After reading last issue’s poll 
results, I’d like to make it Duran 
proof (i.e. it’d be only about two 
pages long). 


Well you have now. Byeeeeeeeee, 
playmates, and have a rilly 


HEAVEN0 

. . (andthat's no lie) 

© (VS740+12) number 3 in a series of 5 


© 
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HOWARD JONES 
LONDON: 



COCTEAU TWINS 


LONDON 




iship. They drift on to raptu 
and then spend a good five 
affing about with their 


yells a plaintive voice from the front stalls. 
Once they get underway, they sound fine. 

The bass booms, the guitar echoes, the 
drums thump and timid singer Elizabeth 
Frazer projects her unique voice all the 
way up to the dress circle. 

But it isn’t exactly intimate. Their 
equipment is placed neatly in the middle of 
the vast stage, meaning that even front 
row seats were 25 feet away. And the light 
show would be a bit better if it didn’t 
consist entirely of one 15 watt bulb. 


herself in the ribs I can’t imagine. 

Those looking for a bit of light relief have 
to wait for the encore which is held up for 
another five minutes as they stand there, 
desperately spooling back and forth on the 


despera 

backing 










EIGHTS 




open to reveal Howie in a 
snazzy gold satin suit and 
everybody cheers and 
cheers. A quick “hello” and 
it's straight into “Pearl In Ti 
Shell”. The entire audience 
get straight onto their feet, 
bopping about madly. One li 


get straight onto their fee 
bopping about madly. One 
follows another with a 
smattering of material fro 
the new album: the slowei 


dressing up as a puppet 
which everybody loved. My 
favourite was a deeply 
moving “Hide And Seek” wi 
Howie at the piano and the 
entire crowd gently swayir 
and chanting. "I can’t belie 
I’m actually here at the Alb 


chuffed to be playing there.' 

proceeds from the concert 
were being sent to an 
Ethiopian Fund was greeted 
with more wild rounds of 
applause. Three changes of 


‘Reindeer Dub Over Britain” announces 
the sign outside the Hammersmith 

-, as if this is going to be some 

. 'xciting Christmas dance party. 
That certainly seems to be what the 
thousands of rather untrendy over-20s 
expect as they down their lagers and 
wander into the auditorium. 

What they got was much more 
serious. First Ken Livingstone, 
Chairman of the Greater London Council 
and the evening’s most charismatic 
performer, stands under a huge white- 
on-red banner proclaiming “UB40 
SUPPORT THE GLC” and attacks the 
government with well-practised 
passion. Lots of cheers, but a few jeers 
as well. 

Before UB40’s actual performance, 
we’re treated to'their strange black- 
and-white film called Labour Of Love 
(actually pretty good). 

The stage set isn’t much to look at 


Not that anyone minds - they just 
want to dance and sing along to all 
those infectious pop reggae hits UB40 
have had over the last five years. 

So why were the band such 
spoilsports? For the first hour they 
didn’t play a single one of their hits. 
Some people even sat down again. 
Admittedly the party did start when they 
finally played “Red Red Wine” and “If It 
Happens Again”, but then they were 
gone, returning only briefly to whizz 
through “Cherry Oh Baby” and “One In 
Ten”. 

No wonder the night's biggest cheer 
came when the house lights were 
switched back on and Bob Marley’s “No 
Woman, No Cry” started playing through 
the PA. 

Chris Heath 


I 


100 





















jackets etc. He’d get more 
outrageous in years to come. 

After leaving school, Gadd/ 
Russell got a job in a theatre ticket 
agency but he only lasted a week. 
He’d decided to become a 
musical pro and, to this end, 
changed his name again and 

Raven And The Vibraphones, in 
which he was the lead singer. 

He’d given up playing guitar 
because a) it restricted his stage 

much good a'" 


w signing: “Paul 
most exciting artist 
since Helen Shapiro” boomed the 
‘We regard him as 
a long term prospect.” In fact, EMI 
kept him on the books for just two 
disastrous singles, “Walk On 
Boy” and “Tower Of Strength”, 

“ J in dumped him out in the 


) a Pacific island and then to 
New Zealand where he appeared 
in a stage production of The 


Rocky Horror i _ 

A series of comebacks in the £■ 
late 70s went horribly wrong and 
the world seemed to have 
forgotten Gary Glitter. But don’t 
be silly-how cou/dthe world pf 
forget? “Another Rock And Roll $ 
Christmas” has given the portly ° 
wonder his first Top Ten hit since < 
“Doing Alright With The Boys” in □ 
1975-yes! He’s back, he’s big, £ 
le’s brilliant. 

“ True entertainers don’t ever 
grow old,” says Gary Glitter. 

*- ouser s just get a bit 





































I WANT TDK! 
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notes all at the same time]. 

At the press of a button, 
you can summon up pre¬ 
programmed rhythms and bass 
accompaniments to play along to. 
■■ These three rhythm 
combinations can be speeded 
up or slowed down. 

HI You can even glissando (so 
long as you don't hurt yourself.) 
^H That is, make a note slide 
up in pitch. 

HI You can filter sound: reduce 
the treble, the bass, or both. You 
-can save, on cassette or disk, 
, a voice or tune for future use. 
■H And, for better sound 
reproduction, you can connect 


MAKE MUSIC 
YOUR FORIL 


HU Alright, let’s all gather 
round the computer for a good 
old sing-song. 

You'll find the new 
Commodore 64 Music Maker 
strikes exactly the right note, 
whether you’re an accomplished 
musician or 
whether you 


ft commodore 

^ COMPUTER SOFTWARE 


then tap in the rhythm. 

And, before you can even 
say 'Richard Claydermanl the 
automatic playback fills the 
room with music. 

HI Once you've become a 
'piano' virtuoso, you’ll quickly 
appreciate the 
Music Maker's 


-out beginner. 

^H If you can hum and know 
your ABC, you can start to 
play famous popular tunes 
immediately. 

■■I No matter if you've never 
played a note before. 

^H Simply type in the notes 
from the SFX Tutor Handbook, 

MUSIC MAKER DISK OR CASSETTE £29.95. 


other amazing capabilities. 

IH You can synthesize musical 
instruments, even create your 
own ‘synth’ electronic sounds. 
^H You can play notes 
polyphonically. 

MBA (This is the smart 
way of saying you can .'Tgj 
play three different 


Music Maker to your hi-fi system. 
HH Music Maker has been de¬ 
signed, like all our software,to get 
the very best out of Commodore 
hardware. 

It’s the first in a series of 
packages which will fully exploit 
the Commodore 64's outstand¬ 
ing musical capabilities. 

■■ Commodore software: it 
costs no more, even though 
there's more to it. 




MIIERinCS 


• Now, you lot out there 
probably think we here at 
Britain's Brightest Pop 
Magazine-and especially at 
. Mutterings -spend our 
every waking moment 




probably think that at 
Christmas our mailboxes 
must be absolutely stuffed 

stars all over God’s good 
globe. Nota chance, matey. 
In fact, of all the many pop 
stars that have appeared in 
these pages, only one single 
solitary group actually 
managed to send us a 
Chrissy card: a crazed pack 
of heavy metallers called 
Wrathchild Mutterings 
! doesn't normally have a 
: great deal to do with this lot, 
but this time we’d just like to 
I return their" wrathfull 
| greetings” and say: Happy 
NewYear, Wrathchild, 
ou're a great bunch of 
ids. . . Here's Andy 
ummersofThe Police on 
Sting’s acting: “Sting thinks 
. it's interesting to come 
_ i across as a dark, mysterious 
■ i—ai— man | fj n( j ita little 
Black Lace 
i recently lost about £300,000 
s -•‘•-n Pinnacle, the company 

I records, wentbust. They'd 


ley’re back to riding on 1 
_us, more than likely. , . 
N The Welcome Return Of 
. Spotted 1 Spotted: Kevin 


Dave Rimmer and Neil 


JodyWatley: “Honestly, I've 
only met her a couple of 
times. We're just good 
friends.”. . .JodyWatley 
on her rumoured romance 
with John Taylor: “We're 
just good friends. (Roaring 
with laughter) Oh, that's 
suc/raclichd.". . .J.T. 
incidentally reckons the 
theme fromA ViewToKill 
(the upcoming James Bond 
movie) is the best thing 
Duranhaveeverdone. “But 
it was really difficult, "he 
muttered, clad in the same 
black and white shirt recently 


split up about seven times 


Did you seethe state 
of Madonna's wig on Top Of 
The Pops?t\ wasn't a joke 

Over Christmas, Danny La 
Rue appeared in Mother 
Goose at the Plymouth 
Theatre Royal dressed as 


meanwhile, has been busy 
appearing with a hundred 
bunny rabbits in the video for 


killed off the next day (they’d 
been bred for meat), his 
heart melted, he reached in 
his pocket and pulled out 
£300 to buy the lot. “Ijust 
didn'twantthese lovely 


The show must go on. On the 


Strawberry Switchblade 

contracted chicken pox. She 
keptonplayingthough. . . 
Billy MacKenzie turned up 
foraconcertat London's 
Ronnie Scott’s club with a 
pet polecat onaleash. 
Where were the 
whippets?. . .Didyou 
know? Kid Creole was ono 
voted America’s Best 
Dressed Teacher. . .Did 
you know? 2. One of George 
Michael’s favourite LPs is 
"Closer" by Joy 


on Wogant Best bit, if you 
didn't, was Holly turning 
round to the camera and 
muttering: "Ooooh. Terry 
Wogan's got green eyes!" 


MacCoN’sh 


Welcome Return Of Claim To 
Fame 2. In 1978, Lisa 
Anthony went to see David 



Howard Jones’ mu 
concert at London’s Royal Albert Hall. Why? What had she 
been up to? Giving a lecture to High Wycombe Women’s 
Institute on “Being Howard Jones’ Mother”, that’s what. 


" It had nothing to do with the ■ 
song at all. "hemuttered. ? 
having not seen it until it was H 



we are very much against HJ8 

. . . Untieing the knot. Dave 
Stewart and Lesley Ash are 

now norgoing out with each ... ja 
otheranymore. . .The I 
unaccountably fashionable hH|| 
Z2Tophavejustboughta |&| 

gymnasium in their home ™ 


the morning before going off £1 
to the studio. Thing is. as J 
soon as they leave the gym. H 
they promptly go and stuff 
themselves with chili. . . y 
Stiff Little Finger Jake 
Burns was apparently well 
miffed that no-one thought 9 
to ask him to be on the Band y 
Aid thingy. The Clash 
weren'tveryhappyeither, id 
and neither were The Poison 
Girls. They also considered | 
"Do They Know It's 


actually happening in 
Ethiopia. Theirsolution? 
Well, 'tis muttered that 
they're recording a song 
called “CoureeThey Know 


player and sundry other 
consumer durables have a.. 
HeironymousThe 


enough. . Hall A Oates are B 

splitting up. "Let'sfaceit," 
muttered Daryl, "itgets 
pretty boring going through ' 
the routine of recording an 1 
album every 18 months 
followed by a long arduous 
tour. ” "They're still the best K 
of mates," muttered a Hall & 
Oates spokesoerson. “but I 
simplywantthechancetodo 3 













Smash Hits / Morrissey 



